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Decreasing soil fertility resulted in reduced yield and the imbalance application of synthetic fertilizer 
disturbed crop productivity. To study long-term soil conservation practices, a pot experiment was 
conducted in the 2022 cropping season. Triticum aestivum L. was sown under the application of 
partially and fully decomposed leaves compost (PFLC) of Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata. An average yield of Triticum aestivum L. showed signi�cant positive results 
under each PFLC. Soil physiochemical properties showed positive impacts. Soil pH, electric 
conductivity, organic matter, potassium, and phosphorus levels were signi�cantly enhanced. 
Moreover, partially decomposed leaves compost (PDLC) and fully decomposed leaves compost 
(FDLC) of Vigna radiata showed a biological yield of 7.17 and 7.63 g per plant respectively, and grain 
yield of 1.11 and 1.44 g per plant respectively among all other PFLC. Harvesting index percentage was 
recorded as maximum in PDLC of Albizia lebbeck (23%), Moringa oleifera (22%), and Conocarpus 
erectus (21%) to other PFLC treatments. Therefore, PFLC is recommendable for enhancing soil health 
and yield rate.
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Wheat (Triticum aestivum L) is one of the most important cereal 
crops around the world; therefore, maximizing its productivity 
is an imperative task [1]. Recent decades have seen a rise in soil 
pollution, risking the health of humans as well as the 
environment [2,3]. Agricultural practices are crucial for 
maintaining food production and protecting the soil's 
long-term fertility. Contaminants like organic and inorganic 
chemicals build up as a result of human activity [4]. Over time, 
excessive use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides (SFP) has 
caused the soil's quality to decline, posing serious problems for 
crop productivity and the sustainability of the environment. 
Due to a lack of clearly de�ned variables and indicators, 
monitoring soil quality is di�cult [5]. Soil pollution is a hot 
topic due to population pressures and the growing population. 
Agrochemicals, mining, waste disposal, industry, and 
atmospheric deposition are some of the causes [6]. In addition 
to assisting as an important foundation for plant growth and 
supporting several ecological processes, the soil is a complex 
and dynamic ecosystem [7]. Soil fertility, nutrient cycling, and 
ecosystem function are all signi�cantly in�uenced by soil 
physicochemical factors, such as soil pH, Organic matter 
contents (OM), Electrical conductivity (EC), and nutrient 
availability [8]. E�ective soil management and sustainable 
agricultural practices depend critically on our ability to 
comprehend these variables and how they interact [6].

 �e availability of nutrients and microbial activity are 

in�uenced by soil pH, a measurement of soil acidity or 
alkalinity [9]. To maximize nutrient availability and crop 
productivity, soil pH must be balanced through amendments. 
Soil structure, water retention, and nutrient-holding capacity 
of soil are all improved by its OM content, which is made up of 
decomposed plant and animal residues [10]. Long-term soil 
productivity and resistance to environmental stresses depend 
on maintaining adequate levels of OM. EC, which has a 
negative e�ect on plant growth, is related to soil salinity [11]. 
To reduce the detrimental e�ects of salinity on agricultural 
productivity and maintain soil quality, EC levels must be 
monitored and managed [12]. Composts and other organic 
amendments have drawn a lot of attention as e�cient soil 
management techniques to address these problems [13]. In 
numerous ecosystems, leaves are one of many compostable 
materials that are abundant and readily available. In addition 
to increasing soil fertility and nutrient use e�ciency, 
composting leaves have also been shown to increase 
water-holding capacity and microbial activity. �ese organic 
amendments o�er crucial nutrients and improve the soil's 
overall physical and chemical characteristics, which are 
important for crop development and growth [14]. It is 
essential to comprehend the ways various leaves compost (LC) 
i.e., fully decomposed leaves compost (FDLC) and partially 
decomposed leaves compost (PDLC) types a�ect the 
physicochemical characteristics of the soil to maximize its use 
in agricultural systems [15].

Vigna radiata, with a yield of 1.44 g per plant. All compost 
treatments showed signi�cant improvements in grain yield 
compared to the control without OM (Table 3) [23,24]. 

PDLC: Partially decomposed leaves compost; FDLC: fully 
decomposed leaves compost;
BY: biological yield; GY: grain yield; HI: harvesting index

 Under controlled conditions, organic material breaks down 
into nutrient-rich humus as part of a natural process called 
composting. Compost made from speci�c plant materials o�ers 
special advantages due to its unique chemical composition [16]. 
Albizia lebbeck is known for its nitrogen-�xing abilities and high 
biomass output [17]. Conocarpus erectus is a salt-tolerant 
evergreen tree used for its ability to restore soil in saline 
environments, also rich in OM [18]. �e leaves of the Moringa 
oleifera have received a lot of attention due to their high nutrient 
content and potential as a long-lasting organic fertilizer [19]. 
Vigna radiata (Mung beans) are a type of legume that �x 
atmospheric nitrogen and improve soil fertility [20]. Various LC 
treatments from Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata were applied to the soil before the 
crops were planted as part of �eld trials conducted during 
speci�c planting seasons. To monitor changes in the physical 
and chemical characteristics of soil, such as pH, OM content, 
nutrient levels other signi�cant soil characteristics, soil samples 
are periodically collected. �e objectives of the study were to 
assess how these LC treatments a�ect the soil's physiochemical 
properties. With a focus on increasing crop productivity and 
sustainability, the study aimed to evaluate the e�ects of these LC 
treatments on soil fertility, nutrient availability, microbial 
activity, and soil structure. In order to improve long-term 
agricultural productivity and soil quality, the research also 
aimed to determine the most e�cient LC treatment(s) and o�er 
recommendations for sustainable soil management practices 
using organic amendments, particularly LC.

Materials and Methods
A pot experiment was conducted during 2022-23 at the research 
area of College of Agriculture BZU Bahadur Sub-Campus 
Layyah (30.849oN, 71.094oE). �e soil used in the pot 
experiment was sandy loam in texture. Triticum aestivum L 
seeds were collected from Punjab seed certi�cation and sown in 
the last week of November. �e soil was collected from the soil 
science research area on campus. �e following plants' leaves for 
composting were collected from the �eld area near the Bahadur 
Sub-Campus Layyah. �e material used consisted of leaves of 
various plants i.e., Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata. 
 �ese residues were collected from the �eld near the BZU 
Bahadur Sub-Campus Layyah, leaves cutting was done into a 
particle size of 2 mm and were exposed to aerobic digestion in a 
polyethylene bag of approximately 2×1×0.5 m3 volume. �e 
material was turned at intervals, the temperature was controlled 
to 40oC (±10), and the moisture (was not lower than 445%), by 
adding water if necessary and turning the mixture. �is 
temperature was measured by introducing a thermometer into 
the center of the pile in a polyethylene bag. A temperature of 
40oC ±10 was not surpassed, to avoid alterations that might take 
place in the various plant's leaves. �e composting process for 
FDLC was carried on for 120 days when the C:N ratio and the 
temperature had become constant. PDLC carried the same 
process up to 80 days characteristics such as the color and the 
scent were adjusted according to that described in the 
bibliography (Table 1 and table 2) [21]. 

Figure 4 showed signi�cant change in P was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC [30]. Impacts of Albizia lebbeck, 
Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Conocarpus erectus showed 
improved soil P in PDLC respectively and impacts of 
Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Albizia 
lebbeck showed improved soil P in FDLC respectively with 
respect to control. 

 A signi�cant increase in soil OM was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC (�gure 6). Soil OM by 
application of PDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 1.3 % and 
Soil OM by application of FDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 
1.2 % with respect to control. However, LC directly enhance the 
soil OM [33]. 

(22%) and Conocarpus erectus (21%) with respect to other LC 
treatments. Overall, LC showed signi�cant positive response in 
increasing crop’s yield rate.

 �e development of cost-e�ective and scalable production 
methods for PDLC and FDLC is critical for their widespread 
adoption by farmers. Studying the dynamics and biochemical 
mechanisms behind the improvements observed with PDLC 
and FDLC applications can enhance our understanding of soil 
health management. Combining these �ndings with advanced 
technologies such as precision agriculture and arti�cial 
intelligence can lead to more e�cient and sustainable 
agricultural practices, ultimately contributing to global food 
security and environmental sustainability.
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 �e soil was �lled (700g) in each pot. Compost was added 
2% (14g) using decomposed leaves compost. Tap water was used 
for irrigation purposes, and pots were maintained at �eld 
capacity. During the experimentation, the crop was sown on 
well-prepared pots on November 29, 2021. Ten seeds were sown 
in each pot. Before the tillering stage, plants were thinned to 
four plants in each pot. Crop was grown till full maturity and 
plant growth and yield parameters were recorded at harvesting. 
Weeds were controlled manually. All other agronomic practices 
were kept normal and uniform.

Results and Discussions
Harvesting index percentage provides a relationship between 
grains and plant biomass. Figure 1 shows statistical harvesting 
index showed all types of compost were found to increase with 
FDLC signi�cantly. Maximum harvesting index was recorded in 
compost PDLC of Albizia lebbeck. �en followed by Conocarpus 
erectus and Moringa oleifera. In the case of biological yield 
highest biomass was recorded in FDLC Conocarpus erectus. 
Similarly, grain yield was found maximum in FDLC Vigna 
radiata (1.44 g plant-1). Overall rest of the treatments improve 
grains yield signi�cantly in respect to control (without 
composts). �e study evaluated the e�ects of di�erent compost 
treatments on harvesting index percentage, revealing a 
signi�cant increase in harvesting index when FDLC was 
applied. �e highest harvesting index was recorded in the PDLC 
treatment with Albizia lebbeck, indicating the most e�cient 
conversion of plant biomass into grains [22]. �e highest 
biological yield was observed in the FDLC treatment with 
Conocarpus erectus, indicating that Conocarpus erectus compost 
promotes overall plant growth and biomass accumulation. �e 
highest grain yield was recorded in the FDLC treatment with 

 A signi�cant change in soil pH was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as showed in �gure 2. Moringa oleifera showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH up to 7.8 in both PDLC and FDLC. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed a reduction in pH respectively in both PDLC 
and FDLC with respect to control [25-27]. �e signi�cant 
changes in soil pH when PDLC and FDLC were applied to 
Moringa oleifera, soil experienced a substantial decrease in pH, 
indicating the potential for creating a favorable soil 
environment for its cultivation [28].

 In �gure 3, a change in soil EC was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC. Moringa oleifera showed increase in EC up to 2.5 dSm-1. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed narrow range EC change in both PDLC and 
FDLC with respect to control. Organic fertilizer by Moringa 
oleifera LC proved to be optimizing soil EC [28,29]. 

 A signi�cant change in soil K was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as demonstrated in �gure 5. Moringa oleifera showed 
signi�cant increase in K up to 105 mgkg-1. Impacts of Vigna 
radiata, Conocarpus erectus and Albizia lebbeck showed increase 
in K level respectively in PDLC. Vigna radiata, Albizia lebbeck 
and Conocarpus erectus showed increase in level K by 
application of FDLC with respect to control. Moringa oleifera, 
Conocarpus erectus and other LC shows enhancement in soil K 
level [31,32].

Conclusions
�e application of PDLC and FDLC led to signi�cant changes in 
soil pH, EC, phosphorus (P), K, and OM levels. LC showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH in both PDLC and FDLC, similarly 
LC showed enhancement in soil K levels. Organic fertilizer LC 
was found to optimize soil EC. P was improved in PDLC and 
FDLC. LC directly enhanced soil OM. �ese �ndings suggest 
that PDLC and FDLC can create favorable soil environments for 
cultivation. Moreover, PDLC and FDLC of Vigna radiata 
showed biological yield of 7.17 and 7.63 g per plant respectively 
and grain yield of 1.11 and 1.44 g per plant respectively among 
all other LC. Harvesting index percentage was recorded 
maximum in PDLC of Albizia lebbeck (23%), Moringa oleifera 
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Treatments: LC Treatments: LC 
T1 Control T6 PDLC Albizia lebbeck 
T2 FDLC Albizia lebbeck T7 PDLC Conocarpus erectus 
T3 FDLC Conocarpus erectus T8 PDLC Moringa oleifera  
T4 FDLC Moringa oleifera  T9 PDLC Vigna radiata 
T5 FDLC Vigna radiata 

Wheat (Triticum aestivum L) is one of the most important cereal 
crops around the world; therefore, maximizing its productivity 
is an imperative task [1]. Recent decades have seen a rise in soil 
pollution, risking the health of humans as well as the 
environment [2,3]. Agricultural practices are crucial for 
maintaining food production and protecting the soil's 
long-term fertility. Contaminants like organic and inorganic 
chemicals build up as a result of human activity [4]. Over time, 
excessive use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides (SFP) has 
caused the soil's quality to decline, posing serious problems for 
crop productivity and the sustainability of the environment. 
Due to a lack of clearly de�ned variables and indicators, 
monitoring soil quality is di�cult [5]. Soil pollution is a hot 
topic due to population pressures and the growing population. 
Agrochemicals, mining, waste disposal, industry, and 
atmospheric deposition are some of the causes [6]. In addition 
to assisting as an important foundation for plant growth and 
supporting several ecological processes, the soil is a complex 
and dynamic ecosystem [7]. Soil fertility, nutrient cycling, and 
ecosystem function are all signi�cantly in�uenced by soil 
physicochemical factors, such as soil pH, Organic matter 
contents (OM), Electrical conductivity (EC), and nutrient 
availability [8]. E�ective soil management and sustainable 
agricultural practices depend critically on our ability to 
comprehend these variables and how they interact [6].

 �e availability of nutrients and microbial activity are 

in�uenced by soil pH, a measurement of soil acidity or 
alkalinity [9]. To maximize nutrient availability and crop 
productivity, soil pH must be balanced through amendments. 
Soil structure, water retention, and nutrient-holding capacity 
of soil are all improved by its OM content, which is made up of 
decomposed plant and animal residues [10]. Long-term soil 
productivity and resistance to environmental stresses depend 
on maintaining adequate levels of OM. EC, which has a 
negative e�ect on plant growth, is related to soil salinity [11]. 
To reduce the detrimental e�ects of salinity on agricultural 
productivity and maintain soil quality, EC levels must be 
monitored and managed [12]. Composts and other organic 
amendments have drawn a lot of attention as e�cient soil 
management techniques to address these problems [13]. In 
numerous ecosystems, leaves are one of many compostable 
materials that are abundant and readily available. In addition 
to increasing soil fertility and nutrient use e�ciency, 
composting leaves have also been shown to increase 
water-holding capacity and microbial activity. �ese organic 
amendments o�er crucial nutrients and improve the soil's 
overall physical and chemical characteristics, which are 
important for crop development and growth [14]. It is 
essential to comprehend the ways various leaves compost (LC) 
i.e., fully decomposed leaves compost (FDLC) and partially 
decomposed leaves compost (PDLC) types a�ect the 
physicochemical characteristics of the soil to maximize its use 
in agricultural systems [15].

Vigna radiata, with a yield of 1.44 g per plant. All compost 
treatments showed signi�cant improvements in grain yield 
compared to the control without OM (Table 3) [23,24]. 

PDLC: Partially decomposed leaves compost; FDLC: fully 
decomposed leaves compost;
BY: biological yield; GY: grain yield; HI: harvesting index

 Under controlled conditions, organic material breaks down 
into nutrient-rich humus as part of a natural process called 
composting. Compost made from speci�c plant materials o�ers 
special advantages due to its unique chemical composition [16]. 
Albizia lebbeck is known for its nitrogen-�xing abilities and high 
biomass output [17]. Conocarpus erectus is a salt-tolerant 
evergreen tree used for its ability to restore soil in saline 
environments, also rich in OM [18]. �e leaves of the Moringa 
oleifera have received a lot of attention due to their high nutrient 
content and potential as a long-lasting organic fertilizer [19]. 
Vigna radiata (Mung beans) are a type of legume that �x 
atmospheric nitrogen and improve soil fertility [20]. Various LC 
treatments from Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata were applied to the soil before the 
crops were planted as part of �eld trials conducted during 
speci�c planting seasons. To monitor changes in the physical 
and chemical characteristics of soil, such as pH, OM content, 
nutrient levels other signi�cant soil characteristics, soil samples 
are periodically collected. �e objectives of the study were to 
assess how these LC treatments a�ect the soil's physiochemical 
properties. With a focus on increasing crop productivity and 
sustainability, the study aimed to evaluate the e�ects of these LC 
treatments on soil fertility, nutrient availability, microbial 
activity, and soil structure. In order to improve long-term 
agricultural productivity and soil quality, the research also 
aimed to determine the most e�cient LC treatment(s) and o�er 
recommendations for sustainable soil management practices 
using organic amendments, particularly LC.

Materials and Methods
A pot experiment was conducted during 2022-23 at the research 
area of College of Agriculture BZU Bahadur Sub-Campus 
Layyah (30.849oN, 71.094oE). �e soil used in the pot 
experiment was sandy loam in texture. Triticum aestivum L 
seeds were collected from Punjab seed certi�cation and sown in 
the last week of November. �e soil was collected from the soil 
science research area on campus. �e following plants' leaves for 
composting were collected from the �eld area near the Bahadur 
Sub-Campus Layyah. �e material used consisted of leaves of 
various plants i.e., Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata. 
 �ese residues were collected from the �eld near the BZU 
Bahadur Sub-Campus Layyah, leaves cutting was done into a 
particle size of 2 mm and were exposed to aerobic digestion in a 
polyethylene bag of approximately 2×1×0.5 m3 volume. �e 
material was turned at intervals, the temperature was controlled 
to 40oC (±10), and the moisture (was not lower than 445%), by 
adding water if necessary and turning the mixture. �is 
temperature was measured by introducing a thermometer into 
the center of the pile in a polyethylene bag. A temperature of 
40oC ±10 was not surpassed, to avoid alterations that might take 
place in the various plant's leaves. �e composting process for 
FDLC was carried on for 120 days when the C:N ratio and the 
temperature had become constant. PDLC carried the same 
process up to 80 days characteristics such as the color and the 
scent were adjusted according to that described in the 
bibliography (Table 1 and table 2) [21]. 

Figure 4 showed signi�cant change in P was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC [30]. Impacts of Albizia lebbeck, 
Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Conocarpus erectus showed 
improved soil P in PDLC respectively and impacts of 
Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Albizia 
lebbeck showed improved soil P in FDLC respectively with 
respect to control. 

 A signi�cant increase in soil OM was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC (�gure 6). Soil OM by 
application of PDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 1.3 % and 
Soil OM by application of FDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 
1.2 % with respect to control. However, LC directly enhance the 
soil OM [33]. 

(22%) and Conocarpus erectus (21%) with respect to other LC 
treatments. Overall, LC showed signi�cant positive response in 
increasing crop’s yield rate.

 �e development of cost-e�ective and scalable production 
methods for PDLC and FDLC is critical for their widespread 
adoption by farmers. Studying the dynamics and biochemical 
mechanisms behind the improvements observed with PDLC 
and FDLC applications can enhance our understanding of soil 
health management. Combining these �ndings with advanced 
technologies such as precision agriculture and arti�cial 
intelligence can lead to more e�cient and sustainable 
agricultural practices, ultimately contributing to global food 
security and environmental sustainability.
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Table 1. Five treatments were designed with three replications of each treatment to evaluate the e�ects of LC on soil physiochemical 
properties.

Table 2. Soil’s physiochemical analytical results before sowing.

T: treatment; LC: leaves compost; FDLC: fully decomposed leaves compost; PDLC: partially decomposed leaves compost

dSm-1: desi semen per meter inverse; mgkg-1: milligrams per kilogram; 
%: percentage

 �e soil was �lled (700g) in each pot. Compost was added 
2% (14g) using decomposed leaves compost. Tap water was used 
for irrigation purposes, and pots were maintained at �eld 
capacity. During the experimentation, the crop was sown on 
well-prepared pots on November 29, 2021. Ten seeds were sown 
in each pot. Before the tillering stage, plants were thinned to 
four plants in each pot. Crop was grown till full maturity and 
plant growth and yield parameters were recorded at harvesting. 
Weeds were controlled manually. All other agronomic practices 
were kept normal and uniform.

Results and Discussions
Harvesting index percentage provides a relationship between 
grains and plant biomass. Figure 1 shows statistical harvesting 
index showed all types of compost were found to increase with 
FDLC signi�cantly. Maximum harvesting index was recorded in 
compost PDLC of Albizia lebbeck. �en followed by Conocarpus 
erectus and Moringa oleifera. In the case of biological yield 
highest biomass was recorded in FDLC Conocarpus erectus. 
Similarly, grain yield was found maximum in FDLC Vigna 
radiata (1.44 g plant-1). Overall rest of the treatments improve 
grains yield signi�cantly in respect to control (without 
composts). �e study evaluated the e�ects of di�erent compost 
treatments on harvesting index percentage, revealing a 
signi�cant increase in harvesting index when FDLC was 
applied. �e highest harvesting index was recorded in the PDLC 
treatment with Albizia lebbeck, indicating the most e�cient 
conversion of plant biomass into grains [22]. �e highest 
biological yield was observed in the FDLC treatment with 
Conocarpus erectus, indicating that Conocarpus erectus compost 
promotes overall plant growth and biomass accumulation. �e 
highest grain yield was recorded in the FDLC treatment with 

 A signi�cant change in soil pH was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as showed in �gure 2. Moringa oleifera showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH up to 7.8 in both PDLC and FDLC. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed a reduction in pH respectively in both PDLC 
and FDLC with respect to control [25-27]. �e signi�cant 
changes in soil pH when PDLC and FDLC were applied to 
Moringa oleifera, soil experienced a substantial decrease in pH, 
indicating the potential for creating a favorable soil 
environment for its cultivation [28].

 In �gure 3, a change in soil EC was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC. Moringa oleifera showed increase in EC up to 2.5 dSm-1. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed narrow range EC change in both PDLC and 
FDLC with respect to control. Organic fertilizer by Moringa 
oleifera LC proved to be optimizing soil EC [28,29]. 

 A signi�cant change in soil K was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as demonstrated in �gure 5. Moringa oleifera showed 
signi�cant increase in K up to 105 mgkg-1. Impacts of Vigna 
radiata, Conocarpus erectus and Albizia lebbeck showed increase 
in K level respectively in PDLC. Vigna radiata, Albizia lebbeck 
and Conocarpus erectus showed increase in level K by 
application of FDLC with respect to control. Moringa oleifera, 
Conocarpus erectus and other LC shows enhancement in soil K 
level [31,32].

Conclusions
�e application of PDLC and FDLC led to signi�cant changes in 
soil pH, EC, phosphorus (P), K, and OM levels. LC showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH in both PDLC and FDLC, similarly 
LC showed enhancement in soil K levels. Organic fertilizer LC 
was found to optimize soil EC. P was improved in PDLC and 
FDLC. LC directly enhanced soil OM. �ese �ndings suggest 
that PDLC and FDLC can create favorable soil environments for 
cultivation. Moreover, PDLC and FDLC of Vigna radiata 
showed biological yield of 7.17 and 7.63 g per plant respectively 
and grain yield of 1.11 and 1.44 g per plant respectively among 
all other LC. Harvesting index percentage was recorded 
maximum in PDLC of Albizia lebbeck (23%), Moringa oleifera 

Sampling Parameters: Analytical Results: 
Soil pH 8.2 
Soil Electrical Conductivity 1.9 dSm-1 
Soil OM % 0.7 % 
Extractable Soil Phosphorus 25 mgkg-1 
Extractable Soil Potassium 66 mgkg-1 
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Wheat (Triticum aestivum L) is one of the most important cereal 
crops around the world; therefore, maximizing its productivity 
is an imperative task [1]. Recent decades have seen a rise in soil 
pollution, risking the health of humans as well as the 
environment [2,3]. Agricultural practices are crucial for 
maintaining food production and protecting the soil's 
long-term fertility. Contaminants like organic and inorganic 
chemicals build up as a result of human activity [4]. Over time, 
excessive use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides (SFP) has 
caused the soil's quality to decline, posing serious problems for 
crop productivity and the sustainability of the environment. 
Due to a lack of clearly de�ned variables and indicators, 
monitoring soil quality is di�cult [5]. Soil pollution is a hot 
topic due to population pressures and the growing population. 
Agrochemicals, mining, waste disposal, industry, and 
atmospheric deposition are some of the causes [6]. In addition 
to assisting as an important foundation for plant growth and 
supporting several ecological processes, the soil is a complex 
and dynamic ecosystem [7]. Soil fertility, nutrient cycling, and 
ecosystem function are all signi�cantly in�uenced by soil 
physicochemical factors, such as soil pH, Organic matter 
contents (OM), Electrical conductivity (EC), and nutrient 
availability [8]. E�ective soil management and sustainable 
agricultural practices depend critically on our ability to 
comprehend these variables and how they interact [6].

 �e availability of nutrients and microbial activity are 

in�uenced by soil pH, a measurement of soil acidity or 
alkalinity [9]. To maximize nutrient availability and crop 
productivity, soil pH must be balanced through amendments. 
Soil structure, water retention, and nutrient-holding capacity 
of soil are all improved by its OM content, which is made up of 
decomposed plant and animal residues [10]. Long-term soil 
productivity and resistance to environmental stresses depend 
on maintaining adequate levels of OM. EC, which has a 
negative e�ect on plant growth, is related to soil salinity [11]. 
To reduce the detrimental e�ects of salinity on agricultural 
productivity and maintain soil quality, EC levels must be 
monitored and managed [12]. Composts and other organic 
amendments have drawn a lot of attention as e�cient soil 
management techniques to address these problems [13]. In 
numerous ecosystems, leaves are one of many compostable 
materials that are abundant and readily available. In addition 
to increasing soil fertility and nutrient use e�ciency, 
composting leaves have also been shown to increase 
water-holding capacity and microbial activity. �ese organic 
amendments o�er crucial nutrients and improve the soil's 
overall physical and chemical characteristics, which are 
important for crop development and growth [14]. It is 
essential to comprehend the ways various leaves compost (LC) 
i.e., fully decomposed leaves compost (FDLC) and partially 
decomposed leaves compost (PDLC) types a�ect the 
physicochemical characteristics of the soil to maximize its use 
in agricultural systems [15].

Vigna radiata, with a yield of 1.44 g per plant. All compost 
treatments showed signi�cant improvements in grain yield 
compared to the control without OM (Table 3) [23,24]. 

PDLC: Partially decomposed leaves compost; FDLC: fully 
decomposed leaves compost;
BY: biological yield; GY: grain yield; HI: harvesting index

 Under controlled conditions, organic material breaks down 
into nutrient-rich humus as part of a natural process called 
composting. Compost made from speci�c plant materials o�ers 
special advantages due to its unique chemical composition [16]. 
Albizia lebbeck is known for its nitrogen-�xing abilities and high 
biomass output [17]. Conocarpus erectus is a salt-tolerant 
evergreen tree used for its ability to restore soil in saline 
environments, also rich in OM [18]. �e leaves of the Moringa 
oleifera have received a lot of attention due to their high nutrient 
content and potential as a long-lasting organic fertilizer [19]. 
Vigna radiata (Mung beans) are a type of legume that �x 
atmospheric nitrogen and improve soil fertility [20]. Various LC 
treatments from Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata were applied to the soil before the 
crops were planted as part of �eld trials conducted during 
speci�c planting seasons. To monitor changes in the physical 
and chemical characteristics of soil, such as pH, OM content, 
nutrient levels other signi�cant soil characteristics, soil samples 
are periodically collected. �e objectives of the study were to 
assess how these LC treatments a�ect the soil's physiochemical 
properties. With a focus on increasing crop productivity and 
sustainability, the study aimed to evaluate the e�ects of these LC 
treatments on soil fertility, nutrient availability, microbial 
activity, and soil structure. In order to improve long-term 
agricultural productivity and soil quality, the research also 
aimed to determine the most e�cient LC treatment(s) and o�er 
recommendations for sustainable soil management practices 
using organic amendments, particularly LC.

Materials and Methods
A pot experiment was conducted during 2022-23 at the research 
area of College of Agriculture BZU Bahadur Sub-Campus 
Layyah (30.849oN, 71.094oE). �e soil used in the pot 
experiment was sandy loam in texture. Triticum aestivum L 
seeds were collected from Punjab seed certi�cation and sown in 
the last week of November. �e soil was collected from the soil 
science research area on campus. �e following plants' leaves for 
composting were collected from the �eld area near the Bahadur 
Sub-Campus Layyah. �e material used consisted of leaves of 
various plants i.e., Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata. 
 �ese residues were collected from the �eld near the BZU 
Bahadur Sub-Campus Layyah, leaves cutting was done into a 
particle size of 2 mm and were exposed to aerobic digestion in a 
polyethylene bag of approximately 2×1×0.5 m3 volume. �e 
material was turned at intervals, the temperature was controlled 
to 40oC (±10), and the moisture (was not lower than 445%), by 
adding water if necessary and turning the mixture. �is 
temperature was measured by introducing a thermometer into 
the center of the pile in a polyethylene bag. A temperature of 
40oC ±10 was not surpassed, to avoid alterations that might take 
place in the various plant's leaves. �e composting process for 
FDLC was carried on for 120 days when the C:N ratio and the 
temperature had become constant. PDLC carried the same 
process up to 80 days characteristics such as the color and the 
scent were adjusted according to that described in the 
bibliography (Table 1 and table 2) [21]. 

Figure 4 showed signi�cant change in P was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC [30]. Impacts of Albizia lebbeck, 
Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Conocarpus erectus showed 
improved soil P in PDLC respectively and impacts of 
Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Albizia 
lebbeck showed improved soil P in FDLC respectively with 
respect to control. 

 A signi�cant increase in soil OM was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC (�gure 6). Soil OM by 
application of PDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 1.3 % and 
Soil OM by application of FDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 
1.2 % with respect to control. However, LC directly enhance the 
soil OM [33]. 

(22%) and Conocarpus erectus (21%) with respect to other LC 
treatments. Overall, LC showed signi�cant positive response in 
increasing crop’s yield rate.

 �e development of cost-e�ective and scalable production 
methods for PDLC and FDLC is critical for their widespread 
adoption by farmers. Studying the dynamics and biochemical 
mechanisms behind the improvements observed with PDLC 
and FDLC applications can enhance our understanding of soil 
health management. Combining these �ndings with advanced 
technologies such as precision agriculture and arti�cial 
intelligence can lead to more e�cient and sustainable 
agricultural practices, ultimately contributing to global food 
security and environmental sustainability.

Disclosure Statement
No potential con�ict of interest was reported by the authors.

References
1. Khater A, Fouda O, El-Termezy G, El-Tantawy M, El-Beba 

A, Sabry H, et al. Modi�cation of the rice combine harvester 
for cutting and binding wheat crop. J Agric Food Res. 
2023;100738. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jafr.2023.100738 

2. Gallego L, Fernández-Caliani JC. Pyrite ore cargo spills as a 
source of soil pollution and ecological risk along the 
abandoned railway corridors of the �arsis and Rio Tinto 
mines (Spain). Environ Monit Assess. 2023;195(1):97. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10661-022-10715-3 

3. Basit A, Khan KA, Kainat M, Akram MM, Murtaza M. 
Biochar and minerals impact on plant defense mechanism. 
J Agri Livest Farm. 2023;1(1):1-7.                        .  
https://doi.org/10.61577/jalf.2024.100002 

4. Lau YY, Hernandes E, Kristanti RA, Wijayanti Y, Emre M. 
Exploring the potential of composting for bioremediation 
of pesticides in agricultural sector. Industrial and Domestic 
Waste Management. 2023;3(1):47-66.                        .  
https://tecnoscienti�ca.com/journal/idwm/article/view/245 

5. �akur N, Nigam M, Mann NA, Gupta S, Hussain CM, 
Shukla SK, et al. Host-mediated gene engineering and 
microbiome-based technology optimization for sustainable 
agriculture and environment. Funct Integr Genomics. 
2023;23(1):57. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10142-023-00982-9 

6. Tauqeer HM, Turan V, Iqbal M. Production of safer 
vegetables from heavy metals contaminated soils: the 
current situation, concerns associated with human health 
and novel management strategies. In Advances in 
bioremediation and phytoremediation for sustainable soil 
management: principles, monitoring and remediation. 
Cham: Springer International Publishing. 2022;301-312. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-89984-4_19 

7. Erktan A, McCormack ML, Roumet C. Frontiers in root 
ecology: recent advances and future challenges. Plant Soil. 
2018;424:1-9. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11104-018-3618-5 

8. Lan Y, Wang S, Zhang H, He Y, Jiang C, Ye S. Intercropping 
and nitrogen enhance eucalyptus productivity through the 
positive interaction between soil fertility factors and 
bacterial communities along with the maintenance of soil 
enzyme activities. Land Degrad Dev. 2023;34(8):2403-2417. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ldr.4616 

9. Liu S, He F, Kuzyakov Y, Xiao H, Hoang DTT, Pu S, et al. 
Nutrients in the rhizosphere: A meta-analysis of content, 
availability, and in�uencing factors. Sci Total Environ. 
2022;826:153908.                        .   

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2022.153908 
10. Jangir CK, Kumar S, Meena RS. Signi�cance of soil organic 

matter to soil quality and evaluation of sustainability. 
Sustainable agriculture. Scienti�c Publisher. 2019;357-381. 

11. Leogrande R, Vitti C. Use of organic amendments to 
reclaim saline and sodic soils: a review. Arid Land Res 
Manag. 2019;33(1):1-21.                        .   
https://doi.org/10.1080/15324982.2018.1498038 

12. Gondal AH, Hussain I, Ijaz AB, Zafar A, Ch BI, Zafar H, et 
al. In�uence of soil pH and microbes on mineral solubility 
and plant nutrition: A review. Int J Agric Biol Sci. 
2021;5(1):71-81. 

13. Chia WY, Chew KW, Le CF, Lam SS, Chee CSC, Ooi MSL, et 
al. Sustainable utilization of biowaste compost for 
renewable energy and soil amendments. Environmental 
pollution. 2020;267:115662.                         .  
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envpol.2020.115662 

14. Yatoo AM, Ali MN, Baba ZA, Hassan B. Sustainable 
management of diseases and pests in crops by 
vermicompost and vermicompost tea. A review. Agron 
Sustain Dev. 2021;41(1):1-26.                         .  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13593-020-00657-w 

15. Nascimento d SG, de Souza TAF, da Silva LJR, Santos D. Soil 
physico-chemical properties, biomass production, and root 
density in a green manure farming system from tropical 
ecosystem, North-eastern Brazil. J Soils Sediments. 2021;21: 
2203-2211. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11368-021-02924-z 

16. Arutselvan R, Nedunchezhiyan M. Composting and 
Vermicomposting Process: Relationship Between 
Microorganism and Physicochemical Parameters with 
Special Reference to Tropical Tuber Crops. In Fruits and 
Vegetable Wastes: Valorization to Bioproducts and Platform 
Chemicals. Springer Nature Singapore. 2022;189-204. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-9527-8_8 

17. Ghabru A, Rana N. E�ect of rhizobium on development, 
biomass accumulation and nodulation in Albizia procera 
seedlings from Himachal Pradesh. J Soil Water Conserv. 
2023;22(1):105-109.                         .  
http://dx.doi.org/10.5958/2455-7145.2023.00015.2 

18. Saeed A, Hussain T, Choudry A, Umair M, Altaf M, Riaz U, 
et al. Biochemical changes in Conocarpus species under 
saline soils of Lal Suhanra National Park, Bahawalpur. Pak J 
Biochem Biotechnol. 2021;2(2):207-218.                        .   
https://doi.org/10.52700/pjbb.v2i2.85 

19. Sahoo JP, Mohapatra U, Sahoo S, Samal KC. Insights into 
the miracle plant Moringa oleifera. Pharma Inn J. 2020;9(7): 
473-479. https://doi.org/10.22271/tpi.2020.v9.i7h.4978 

20. Gough EC, Owen KJ, Zwart RS, �ompson JP. Arbuscular 
mycorrhizal fungi acted synergistically with 
Bradyrhizobium sp. to improve nodulation, nitrogen 
�xation, plant growth and seed yield of mung bean (Vigna 
radiata) but increased the population density of the 
root-lesion nematode Pratylenchus thornei. Plant Soil. 
2021;465(1):431–452.                         .  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11104-021-05007-7 

21. Poluszyńska J, Ciesielczuk T, Biernacki M, Paciorkowski M. 
�e e�ect of temperature on the biodegradation of di�erent 
types of packaging materials under test conditions. Archives 
of Environmental Protection. 2021:74-83.                         .  
https://doi.org/10.24425/aep.2021.139503 

22. Hasan M, Islam M, Roshni N, Akter R, Hossain M. E�ect of 
agroforest tree leaf biomass on yield and yield contributing 

characters of wheat cv. Akbar. Progress agric. 
2019;30(1):32-38. 

23. Das SK, Ghosh GK, Avasthe R. Application of biochar in 
agriculture and environment, and its safety issues. Biomass 
Convers Biore�n. 2023;13:1359-1369.                        .   
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13399-020-01013-4 

24. Alhadrami HA, Sayed AM, El-Gendy AO, Shamikh YI, 
Gaber Y, Bakeer W, et al. A metabolomic approach to target 
antimalarial metabolites in the Artemisia annua fungal 
endophytes. Sci Rep. 2021;11(1):2770.                        .   
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-82201-8 

25. Mithu MdMH, Mia S, Suhi AA, Tahura S, Biswas P, Kader 
MdA, et al. Biochar enriched compost elevates mungbean 
(Vigna radiata L.) yield under di�erent salt stresses. Crop 
Pasture Sci. 2022;74(2):79-89.                         .  
https://doi.org/10.1071/CP21653 

26. Ogundiran MB, Mekwunyei NS, Adejumo SA. Compost 
and biochar assisted phytoremediation potentials of 
Moringa oleifera for remediation of lead contaminated soil. 
J Environ Chem Eng. 2018;6(2):2206-2213.                         .  
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jece.2018.03.025 

27. El-Naggar AH, Usman ARA, Al-Omran A, Ok YS, Ahmad 
M, Al-Wabel MI. Carbon mineralization and nutrient 
availability in calcareous sandy soils amended with woody 
waste biochar. Chemosphere. 2015;138:67-73.                        .   
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2015.05.052 

28. Christophe HL, Albert N, Martin Y, Mbaiguinam M. E�ect 
of organic fertilizers rate on plant survival and mineral 
properties of Moringa oleifera under greenhouse 

conditions. Int J Recycl Org Waste Agricult. 2019;8(S1): 
123-130. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40093-019-0282-6 

29. Khan AU, Ullah F, Khan N, Mehmood S, Fahad S, Datta R, 
et al. Production of organic fertilizers from Rocket Seed 
(Eruca Sativa L.), Chicken Peat and Moringa Oleifera leaves 
for growing linseed under water de�cit stress. Sustainability. 
2020;13(1):59. https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010059 

30. Obidike-Ugwu E, Ariwaodo J, Nwafor O. Evaluation of soil 
physio-chemical properties under a young albizia lebbeck 
(rattle tree) plantation in a savanna ecosystem. J Trop For 
Sci. 2023;35(1):66-76.                        .     
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48708377 

31. Panhwar BU, Keerio A, Shah N, Panhwar AA, Panhwar RB, 
Magsi WA, et al. Considering leaf extract of miracle tree 
(Moringa Oleifera L.) and potassium nutrition for 
contending cotton leaf curl virus (CLCUV) disease of 
cotton (Gossypium Hirsutum L.). J Appl Res in Plant Sci. 
2022;3(2):229-235.                        .   
https://doi.org/10.38211/joarps.2022.3.2.28 

32. Soleymani M, Shokrpoor S, Jaafarzadeh N. A 
comprehensive study of essential properties of Conocarpus 
Erectus as a potential bioenergy crop. Int J Sci Environ 
Technol. 2023;20(6):6147-6160.                        .   
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13762-023-04878-w 

33. Libutti A, Trotta V, Rivelli A. Biochar, Vermicompost, and 
Compost as Soil Organic Amendments: In�uence on 
growth parameters, nitrate and chlorophyll content of Swiss 
chard (Beta vulgaris L. var. cycla). Agronomy. 2020;10(3): 
346. https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy10030346 

 �e soil was �lled (700g) in each pot. Compost was added 
2% (14g) using decomposed leaves compost. Tap water was used 
for irrigation purposes, and pots were maintained at �eld 
capacity. During the experimentation, the crop was sown on 
well-prepared pots on November 29, 2021. Ten seeds were sown 
in each pot. Before the tillering stage, plants were thinned to 
four plants in each pot. Crop was grown till full maturity and 
plant growth and yield parameters were recorded at harvesting. 
Weeds were controlled manually. All other agronomic practices 
were kept normal and uniform.

Results and Discussions
Harvesting index percentage provides a relationship between 
grains and plant biomass. Figure 1 shows statistical harvesting 
index showed all types of compost were found to increase with 
FDLC signi�cantly. Maximum harvesting index was recorded in 
compost PDLC of Albizia lebbeck. �en followed by Conocarpus 
erectus and Moringa oleifera. In the case of biological yield 
highest biomass was recorded in FDLC Conocarpus erectus. 
Similarly, grain yield was found maximum in FDLC Vigna 
radiata (1.44 g plant-1). Overall rest of the treatments improve 
grains yield signi�cantly in respect to control (without 
composts). �e study evaluated the e�ects of di�erent compost 
treatments on harvesting index percentage, revealing a 
signi�cant increase in harvesting index when FDLC was 
applied. �e highest harvesting index was recorded in the PDLC 
treatment with Albizia lebbeck, indicating the most e�cient 
conversion of plant biomass into grains [22]. �e highest 
biological yield was observed in the FDLC treatment with 
Conocarpus erectus, indicating that Conocarpus erectus compost 
promotes overall plant growth and biomass accumulation. �e 
highest grain yield was recorded in the FDLC treatment with 

Table 3. LC impacts on harvesting index, grain yield and biological yield of Triticum aestivum L production.

Figure 1. Comparative chart of harvesting index (%) between partially 
decomposed leaves compost and fully decomposed leaves compost 
treatments.

Figure 2. Comparative chart of change in soil pH between partially 
decomposed leaves compost and fully decomposed leaves compost 
treatments.

 A signi�cant change in soil pH was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as showed in �gure 2. Moringa oleifera showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH up to 7.8 in both PDLC and FDLC. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed a reduction in pH respectively in both PDLC 
and FDLC with respect to control [25-27]. �e signi�cant 
changes in soil pH when PDLC and FDLC were applied to 
Moringa oleifera, soil experienced a substantial decrease in pH, 
indicating the potential for creating a favorable soil 
environment for its cultivation [28].

 In �gure 3, a change in soil EC was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC. Moringa oleifera showed increase in EC up to 2.5 dSm-1. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed narrow range EC change in both PDLC and 
FDLC with respect to control. Organic fertilizer by Moringa 
oleifera LC proved to be optimizing soil EC [28,29]. 

Figure 3. Comparative chart of change in soil EC between partially 
decomposed leaves compost and fully decomposed leaves compost 
treatments.

 A signi�cant change in soil K was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as demonstrated in �gure 5. Moringa oleifera showed 
signi�cant increase in K up to 105 mgkg-1. Impacts of Vigna 
radiata, Conocarpus erectus and Albizia lebbeck showed increase 
in K level respectively in PDLC. Vigna radiata, Albizia lebbeck 
and Conocarpus erectus showed increase in level K by 
application of FDLC with respect to control. Moringa oleifera, 
Conocarpus erectus and other LC shows enhancement in soil K 
level [31,32].

Conclusions
�e application of PDLC and FDLC led to signi�cant changes in 
soil pH, EC, phosphorus (P), K, and OM levels. LC showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH in both PDLC and FDLC, similarly 
LC showed enhancement in soil K levels. Organic fertilizer LC 
was found to optimize soil EC. P was improved in PDLC and 
FDLC. LC directly enhanced soil OM. �ese �ndings suggest 
that PDLC and FDLC can create favorable soil environments for 
cultivation. Moreover, PDLC and FDLC of Vigna radiata 
showed biological yield of 7.17 and 7.63 g per plant respectively 
and grain yield of 1.11 and 1.44 g per plant respectively among 
all other LC. Harvesting index percentage was recorded 
maximum in PDLC of Albizia lebbeck (23%), Moringa oleifera 

Compost   Treatment BY (g plant-1) GY (g plant-1) HI % 

PDLC 

Control 5.0421 c-d 0.86 d 17 c-d 
Albizia lebbeck 4.2068 d 0.95 b-d 23 a 
Conocarpus erectus 4.66 cd 0.97 b-d 21 a-c 
Moringa oleifera  4.9909 cd 1.09 bc 22 ab 
Vigna radiata 7.1564 a 1.11 b 15 d 

FDLC 

Control 5.2854 bc 0.81 d 16 c-d 
Albizia lebbeck 5.3364 bc 0.92 b-d 17 b-d 
Conocarpus erectus 6.0840 b 0.90 cd 14 d 
Moringa oleifera  5.6474 bc 1.07 bc 19 a-d 
Vigna radiata 7.6275 a 1.44 a 18 d 

Treatments PDLC FDLC 
Control 8.10 a 8.10 a 
Albizia lebbeck 8.00 ab 8.05 ab 
Conocarpus erectus 7.95 a-c 7.80 cd 

Moringa olefera 7.81 cd 7.70 d 
Vigna radiata 7.90 bc 7.90 bc 

Treatments PDLC (dSm-1) FDLC (dSm-1) 
Control 1.81 1.81 
Albizia lebbeck 1.91 2.12 
Conocarpus erectus 2.01 2.31 
Moringa olefera 2.31 2.69 
Vigna radiata 2.13 2.21 

Table 4. Impacts of PDLC and FDLC Albizia lebbeck, Conocar-
pus erectus, Moringa oleifera and Vigna radiata on soil pH.

Table 5. Impacts of PDLC and FDLC Albizia lebbeck, Conocar-
pus erectus, Moringa oleifera and Vigna radiata on soil EC.
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Wheat (Triticum aestivum L) is one of the most important cereal 
crops around the world; therefore, maximizing its productivity 
is an imperative task [1]. Recent decades have seen a rise in soil 
pollution, risking the health of humans as well as the 
environment [2,3]. Agricultural practices are crucial for 
maintaining food production and protecting the soil's 
long-term fertility. Contaminants like organic and inorganic 
chemicals build up as a result of human activity [4]. Over time, 
excessive use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides (SFP) has 
caused the soil's quality to decline, posing serious problems for 
crop productivity and the sustainability of the environment. 
Due to a lack of clearly de�ned variables and indicators, 
monitoring soil quality is di�cult [5]. Soil pollution is a hot 
topic due to population pressures and the growing population. 
Agrochemicals, mining, waste disposal, industry, and 
atmospheric deposition are some of the causes [6]. In addition 
to assisting as an important foundation for plant growth and 
supporting several ecological processes, the soil is a complex 
and dynamic ecosystem [7]. Soil fertility, nutrient cycling, and 
ecosystem function are all signi�cantly in�uenced by soil 
physicochemical factors, such as soil pH, Organic matter 
contents (OM), Electrical conductivity (EC), and nutrient 
availability [8]. E�ective soil management and sustainable 
agricultural practices depend critically on our ability to 
comprehend these variables and how they interact [6].

 �e availability of nutrients and microbial activity are 

in�uenced by soil pH, a measurement of soil acidity or 
alkalinity [9]. To maximize nutrient availability and crop 
productivity, soil pH must be balanced through amendments. 
Soil structure, water retention, and nutrient-holding capacity 
of soil are all improved by its OM content, which is made up of 
decomposed plant and animal residues [10]. Long-term soil 
productivity and resistance to environmental stresses depend 
on maintaining adequate levels of OM. EC, which has a 
negative e�ect on plant growth, is related to soil salinity [11]. 
To reduce the detrimental e�ects of salinity on agricultural 
productivity and maintain soil quality, EC levels must be 
monitored and managed [12]. Composts and other organic 
amendments have drawn a lot of attention as e�cient soil 
management techniques to address these problems [13]. In 
numerous ecosystems, leaves are one of many compostable 
materials that are abundant and readily available. In addition 
to increasing soil fertility and nutrient use e�ciency, 
composting leaves have also been shown to increase 
water-holding capacity and microbial activity. �ese organic 
amendments o�er crucial nutrients and improve the soil's 
overall physical and chemical characteristics, which are 
important for crop development and growth [14]. It is 
essential to comprehend the ways various leaves compost (LC) 
i.e., fully decomposed leaves compost (FDLC) and partially 
decomposed leaves compost (PDLC) types a�ect the 
physicochemical characteristics of the soil to maximize its use 
in agricultural systems [15].

Vigna radiata, with a yield of 1.44 g per plant. All compost 
treatments showed signi�cant improvements in grain yield 
compared to the control without OM (Table 3) [23,24]. 

PDLC: Partially decomposed leaves compost; FDLC: fully 
decomposed leaves compost;
BY: biological yield; GY: grain yield; HI: harvesting index

 Under controlled conditions, organic material breaks down 
into nutrient-rich humus as part of a natural process called 
composting. Compost made from speci�c plant materials o�ers 
special advantages due to its unique chemical composition [16]. 
Albizia lebbeck is known for its nitrogen-�xing abilities and high 
biomass output [17]. Conocarpus erectus is a salt-tolerant 
evergreen tree used for its ability to restore soil in saline 
environments, also rich in OM [18]. �e leaves of the Moringa 
oleifera have received a lot of attention due to their high nutrient 
content and potential as a long-lasting organic fertilizer [19]. 
Vigna radiata (Mung beans) are a type of legume that �x 
atmospheric nitrogen and improve soil fertility [20]. Various LC 
treatments from Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata were applied to the soil before the 
crops were planted as part of �eld trials conducted during 
speci�c planting seasons. To monitor changes in the physical 
and chemical characteristics of soil, such as pH, OM content, 
nutrient levels other signi�cant soil characteristics, soil samples 
are periodically collected. �e objectives of the study were to 
assess how these LC treatments a�ect the soil's physiochemical 
properties. With a focus on increasing crop productivity and 
sustainability, the study aimed to evaluate the e�ects of these LC 
treatments on soil fertility, nutrient availability, microbial 
activity, and soil structure. In order to improve long-term 
agricultural productivity and soil quality, the research also 
aimed to determine the most e�cient LC treatment(s) and o�er 
recommendations for sustainable soil management practices 
using organic amendments, particularly LC.

Materials and Methods
A pot experiment was conducted during 2022-23 at the research 
area of College of Agriculture BZU Bahadur Sub-Campus 
Layyah (30.849oN, 71.094oE). �e soil used in the pot 
experiment was sandy loam in texture. Triticum aestivum L 
seeds were collected from Punjab seed certi�cation and sown in 
the last week of November. �e soil was collected from the soil 
science research area on campus. �e following plants' leaves for 
composting were collected from the �eld area near the Bahadur 
Sub-Campus Layyah. �e material used consisted of leaves of 
various plants i.e., Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata. 
 �ese residues were collected from the �eld near the BZU 
Bahadur Sub-Campus Layyah, leaves cutting was done into a 
particle size of 2 mm and were exposed to aerobic digestion in a 
polyethylene bag of approximately 2×1×0.5 m3 volume. �e 
material was turned at intervals, the temperature was controlled 
to 40oC (±10), and the moisture (was not lower than 445%), by 
adding water if necessary and turning the mixture. �is 
temperature was measured by introducing a thermometer into 
the center of the pile in a polyethylene bag. A temperature of 
40oC ±10 was not surpassed, to avoid alterations that might take 
place in the various plant's leaves. �e composting process for 
FDLC was carried on for 120 days when the C:N ratio and the 
temperature had become constant. PDLC carried the same 
process up to 80 days characteristics such as the color and the 
scent were adjusted according to that described in the 
bibliography (Table 1 and table 2) [21]. 

Figure 4 showed signi�cant change in P was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC [30]. Impacts of Albizia lebbeck, 
Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Conocarpus erectus showed 
improved soil P in PDLC respectively and impacts of 
Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Albizia 
lebbeck showed improved soil P in FDLC respectively with 
respect to control. 

 A signi�cant increase in soil OM was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC (�gure 6). Soil OM by 
application of PDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 1.3 % and 
Soil OM by application of FDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 
1.2 % with respect to control. However, LC directly enhance the 
soil OM [33]. 

(22%) and Conocarpus erectus (21%) with respect to other LC 
treatments. Overall, LC showed signi�cant positive response in 
increasing crop’s yield rate.

 �e development of cost-e�ective and scalable production 
methods for PDLC and FDLC is critical for their widespread 
adoption by farmers. Studying the dynamics and biochemical 
mechanisms behind the improvements observed with PDLC 
and FDLC applications can enhance our understanding of soil 
health management. Combining these �ndings with advanced 
technologies such as precision agriculture and arti�cial 
intelligence can lead to more e�cient and sustainable 
agricultural practices, ultimately contributing to global food 
security and environmental sustainability.
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 �e soil was �lled (700g) in each pot. Compost was added 
2% (14g) using decomposed leaves compost. Tap water was used 
for irrigation purposes, and pots were maintained at �eld 
capacity. During the experimentation, the crop was sown on 
well-prepared pots on November 29, 2021. Ten seeds were sown 
in each pot. Before the tillering stage, plants were thinned to 
four plants in each pot. Crop was grown till full maturity and 
plant growth and yield parameters were recorded at harvesting. 
Weeds were controlled manually. All other agronomic practices 
were kept normal and uniform.

Results and Discussions
Harvesting index percentage provides a relationship between 
grains and plant biomass. Figure 1 shows statistical harvesting 
index showed all types of compost were found to increase with 
FDLC signi�cantly. Maximum harvesting index was recorded in 
compost PDLC of Albizia lebbeck. �en followed by Conocarpus 
erectus and Moringa oleifera. In the case of biological yield 
highest biomass was recorded in FDLC Conocarpus erectus. 
Similarly, grain yield was found maximum in FDLC Vigna 
radiata (1.44 g plant-1). Overall rest of the treatments improve 
grains yield signi�cantly in respect to control (without 
composts). �e study evaluated the e�ects of di�erent compost 
treatments on harvesting index percentage, revealing a 
signi�cant increase in harvesting index when FDLC was 
applied. �e highest harvesting index was recorded in the PDLC 
treatment with Albizia lebbeck, indicating the most e�cient 
conversion of plant biomass into grains [22]. �e highest 
biological yield was observed in the FDLC treatment with 
Conocarpus erectus, indicating that Conocarpus erectus compost 
promotes overall plant growth and biomass accumulation. �e 
highest grain yield was recorded in the FDLC treatment with 

 A signi�cant change in soil pH was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as showed in �gure 2. Moringa oleifera showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH up to 7.8 in both PDLC and FDLC. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed a reduction in pH respectively in both PDLC 
and FDLC with respect to control [25-27]. �e signi�cant 
changes in soil pH when PDLC and FDLC were applied to 
Moringa oleifera, soil experienced a substantial decrease in pH, 
indicating the potential for creating a favorable soil 
environment for its cultivation [28].

 In �gure 3, a change in soil EC was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC. Moringa oleifera showed increase in EC up to 2.5 dSm-1. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed narrow range EC change in both PDLC and 
FDLC with respect to control. Organic fertilizer by Moringa 
oleifera LC proved to be optimizing soil EC [28,29]. 

Figure 4. Comparative chart of change in soil phosphorus between 
partially decomposed leaves compost and fully decomposed leaves 
compost treatments.

 A signi�cant change in soil K was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as demonstrated in �gure 5. Moringa oleifera showed 
signi�cant increase in K up to 105 mgkg-1. Impacts of Vigna 
radiata, Conocarpus erectus and Albizia lebbeck showed increase 
in K level respectively in PDLC. Vigna radiata, Albizia lebbeck 
and Conocarpus erectus showed increase in level K by 
application of FDLC with respect to control. Moringa oleifera, 
Conocarpus erectus and other LC shows enhancement in soil K 
level [31,32].

Figure 5. Comparative chart of change in soil potassium between 
partially decomposed leaves compost and fully decomposed leaves 
compost treatments.

Figure 6. Comparative chart of change in an organic matter between 
partially decomposed leaves compost and fully decomposed leaves 
compost treatments.

Conclusions
�e application of PDLC and FDLC led to signi�cant changes in 
soil pH, EC, phosphorus (P), K, and OM levels. LC showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH in both PDLC and FDLC, similarly 
LC showed enhancement in soil K levels. Organic fertilizer LC 
was found to optimize soil EC. P was improved in PDLC and 
FDLC. LC directly enhanced soil OM. �ese �ndings suggest 
that PDLC and FDLC can create favorable soil environments for 
cultivation. Moreover, PDLC and FDLC of Vigna radiata 
showed biological yield of 7.17 and 7.63 g per plant respectively 
and grain yield of 1.11 and 1.44 g per plant respectively among 
all other LC. Harvesting index percentage was recorded 
maximum in PDLC of Albizia lebbeck (23%), Moringa oleifera 

Treatments PDLC (mgkg-1) FDLC (mgkg-1) 

Control 21.5 c 21.3 c 
Albizia lebbeck 42.4 a 22.8 bc 

Conocarpus erectus 40.9 a 34  ab 

Moringa olefera 40.9 a 25.8 bc 
Vigna radiata 42.3 a 26.9 bc 

Treatments PDLC (mgkg-1) FDLC (mgkg-1) 

Control 59.9 d 55.8 d 
Albizia lebbeck 85.4 c 99.5 ab 
Conocarpus erectus 88.2 bc 94 a-c 

Moringa olefera 102.2 a 102 a 
Vigna radiata 98.1 a-c 103.5 a 

Table 6. IImpacts of PDLC and FDLC Albizia lebbeck, 
Conocarpus erectus, Moringa oleifera and Vigna radiata on soil 
P availability.

Table 7. Impacts of PDLC and FDLC Albizia lebbeck, 
Conocarpus erectus, Moringa oleifera and Vigna radiata on soil 
K availability.

Treatments PDLC (%) FDLC (%) 

Control 0.65 b 0.65 b 
Albizia lebbeck 1.25 a 1.11 a 
Conocarpus erectus 1.29 a 1.15 a 
Moringa olefera 1.09 a 1.1 a 
Vigna radiata 1.12 a 1.13 a 

Table 8. Impacts of PDLC and FDLC Albizia lebbeck, 
Conocarpus erectus, Moringa oleifera and Vigna radiata on soil 
OM.
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Wheat (Triticum aestivum L) is one of the most important cereal 
crops around the world; therefore, maximizing its productivity 
is an imperative task [1]. Recent decades have seen a rise in soil 
pollution, risking the health of humans as well as the 
environment [2,3]. Agricultural practices are crucial for 
maintaining food production and protecting the soil's 
long-term fertility. Contaminants like organic and inorganic 
chemicals build up as a result of human activity [4]. Over time, 
excessive use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides (SFP) has 
caused the soil's quality to decline, posing serious problems for 
crop productivity and the sustainability of the environment. 
Due to a lack of clearly de�ned variables and indicators, 
monitoring soil quality is di�cult [5]. Soil pollution is a hot 
topic due to population pressures and the growing population. 
Agrochemicals, mining, waste disposal, industry, and 
atmospheric deposition are some of the causes [6]. In addition 
to assisting as an important foundation for plant growth and 
supporting several ecological processes, the soil is a complex 
and dynamic ecosystem [7]. Soil fertility, nutrient cycling, and 
ecosystem function are all signi�cantly in�uenced by soil 
physicochemical factors, such as soil pH, Organic matter 
contents (OM), Electrical conductivity (EC), and nutrient 
availability [8]. E�ective soil management and sustainable 
agricultural practices depend critically on our ability to 
comprehend these variables and how they interact [6].

 �e availability of nutrients and microbial activity are 

in�uenced by soil pH, a measurement of soil acidity or 
alkalinity [9]. To maximize nutrient availability and crop 
productivity, soil pH must be balanced through amendments. 
Soil structure, water retention, and nutrient-holding capacity 
of soil are all improved by its OM content, which is made up of 
decomposed plant and animal residues [10]. Long-term soil 
productivity and resistance to environmental stresses depend 
on maintaining adequate levels of OM. EC, which has a 
negative e�ect on plant growth, is related to soil salinity [11]. 
To reduce the detrimental e�ects of salinity on agricultural 
productivity and maintain soil quality, EC levels must be 
monitored and managed [12]. Composts and other organic 
amendments have drawn a lot of attention as e�cient soil 
management techniques to address these problems [13]. In 
numerous ecosystems, leaves are one of many compostable 
materials that are abundant and readily available. In addition 
to increasing soil fertility and nutrient use e�ciency, 
composting leaves have also been shown to increase 
water-holding capacity and microbial activity. �ese organic 
amendments o�er crucial nutrients and improve the soil's 
overall physical and chemical characteristics, which are 
important for crop development and growth [14]. It is 
essential to comprehend the ways various leaves compost (LC) 
i.e., fully decomposed leaves compost (FDLC) and partially 
decomposed leaves compost (PDLC) types a�ect the 
physicochemical characteristics of the soil to maximize its use 
in agricultural systems [15].

Vigna radiata, with a yield of 1.44 g per plant. All compost 
treatments showed signi�cant improvements in grain yield 
compared to the control without OM (Table 3) [23,24]. 

PDLC: Partially decomposed leaves compost; FDLC: fully 
decomposed leaves compost;
BY: biological yield; GY: grain yield; HI: harvesting index

 Under controlled conditions, organic material breaks down 
into nutrient-rich humus as part of a natural process called 
composting. Compost made from speci�c plant materials o�ers 
special advantages due to its unique chemical composition [16]. 
Albizia lebbeck is known for its nitrogen-�xing abilities and high 
biomass output [17]. Conocarpus erectus is a salt-tolerant 
evergreen tree used for its ability to restore soil in saline 
environments, also rich in OM [18]. �e leaves of the Moringa 
oleifera have received a lot of attention due to their high nutrient 
content and potential as a long-lasting organic fertilizer [19]. 
Vigna radiata (Mung beans) are a type of legume that �x 
atmospheric nitrogen and improve soil fertility [20]. Various LC 
treatments from Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata were applied to the soil before the 
crops were planted as part of �eld trials conducted during 
speci�c planting seasons. To monitor changes in the physical 
and chemical characteristics of soil, such as pH, OM content, 
nutrient levels other signi�cant soil characteristics, soil samples 
are periodically collected. �e objectives of the study were to 
assess how these LC treatments a�ect the soil's physiochemical 
properties. With a focus on increasing crop productivity and 
sustainability, the study aimed to evaluate the e�ects of these LC 
treatments on soil fertility, nutrient availability, microbial 
activity, and soil structure. In order to improve long-term 
agricultural productivity and soil quality, the research also 
aimed to determine the most e�cient LC treatment(s) and o�er 
recommendations for sustainable soil management practices 
using organic amendments, particularly LC.

Materials and Methods
A pot experiment was conducted during 2022-23 at the research 
area of College of Agriculture BZU Bahadur Sub-Campus 
Layyah (30.849oN, 71.094oE). �e soil used in the pot 
experiment was sandy loam in texture. Triticum aestivum L 
seeds were collected from Punjab seed certi�cation and sown in 
the last week of November. �e soil was collected from the soil 
science research area on campus. �e following plants' leaves for 
composting were collected from the �eld area near the Bahadur 
Sub-Campus Layyah. �e material used consisted of leaves of 
various plants i.e., Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata. 
 �ese residues were collected from the �eld near the BZU 
Bahadur Sub-Campus Layyah, leaves cutting was done into a 
particle size of 2 mm and were exposed to aerobic digestion in a 
polyethylene bag of approximately 2×1×0.5 m3 volume. �e 
material was turned at intervals, the temperature was controlled 
to 40oC (±10), and the moisture (was not lower than 445%), by 
adding water if necessary and turning the mixture. �is 
temperature was measured by introducing a thermometer into 
the center of the pile in a polyethylene bag. A temperature of 
40oC ±10 was not surpassed, to avoid alterations that might take 
place in the various plant's leaves. �e composting process for 
FDLC was carried on for 120 days when the C:N ratio and the 
temperature had become constant. PDLC carried the same 
process up to 80 days characteristics such as the color and the 
scent were adjusted according to that described in the 
bibliography (Table 1 and table 2) [21]. 

Figure 4 showed signi�cant change in P was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC [30]. Impacts of Albizia lebbeck, 
Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Conocarpus erectus showed 
improved soil P in PDLC respectively and impacts of 
Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Albizia 
lebbeck showed improved soil P in FDLC respectively with 
respect to control. 

 A signi�cant increase in soil OM was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC (�gure 6). Soil OM by 
application of PDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 1.3 % and 
Soil OM by application of FDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 
1.2 % with respect to control. However, LC directly enhance the 
soil OM [33]. 

(22%) and Conocarpus erectus (21%) with respect to other LC 
treatments. Overall, LC showed signi�cant positive response in 
increasing crop’s yield rate.

 �e development of cost-e�ective and scalable production 
methods for PDLC and FDLC is critical for their widespread 
adoption by farmers. Studying the dynamics and biochemical 
mechanisms behind the improvements observed with PDLC 
and FDLC applications can enhance our understanding of soil 
health management. Combining these �ndings with advanced 
technologies such as precision agriculture and arti�cial 
intelligence can lead to more e�cient and sustainable 
agricultural practices, ultimately contributing to global food 
security and environmental sustainability.
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 �e soil was �lled (700g) in each pot. Compost was added 
2% (14g) using decomposed leaves compost. Tap water was used 
for irrigation purposes, and pots were maintained at �eld 
capacity. During the experimentation, the crop was sown on 
well-prepared pots on November 29, 2021. Ten seeds were sown 
in each pot. Before the tillering stage, plants were thinned to 
four plants in each pot. Crop was grown till full maturity and 
plant growth and yield parameters were recorded at harvesting. 
Weeds were controlled manually. All other agronomic practices 
were kept normal and uniform.

Results and Discussions
Harvesting index percentage provides a relationship between 
grains and plant biomass. Figure 1 shows statistical harvesting 
index showed all types of compost were found to increase with 
FDLC signi�cantly. Maximum harvesting index was recorded in 
compost PDLC of Albizia lebbeck. �en followed by Conocarpus 
erectus and Moringa oleifera. In the case of biological yield 
highest biomass was recorded in FDLC Conocarpus erectus. 
Similarly, grain yield was found maximum in FDLC Vigna 
radiata (1.44 g plant-1). Overall rest of the treatments improve 
grains yield signi�cantly in respect to control (without 
composts). �e study evaluated the e�ects of di�erent compost 
treatments on harvesting index percentage, revealing a 
signi�cant increase in harvesting index when FDLC was 
applied. �e highest harvesting index was recorded in the PDLC 
treatment with Albizia lebbeck, indicating the most e�cient 
conversion of plant biomass into grains [22]. �e highest 
biological yield was observed in the FDLC treatment with 
Conocarpus erectus, indicating that Conocarpus erectus compost 
promotes overall plant growth and biomass accumulation. �e 
highest grain yield was recorded in the FDLC treatment with 

 A signi�cant change in soil pH was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as showed in �gure 2. Moringa oleifera showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH up to 7.8 in both PDLC and FDLC. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed a reduction in pH respectively in both PDLC 
and FDLC with respect to control [25-27]. �e signi�cant 
changes in soil pH when PDLC and FDLC were applied to 
Moringa oleifera, soil experienced a substantial decrease in pH, 
indicating the potential for creating a favorable soil 
environment for its cultivation [28].

 In �gure 3, a change in soil EC was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC. Moringa oleifera showed increase in EC up to 2.5 dSm-1. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed narrow range EC change in both PDLC and 
FDLC with respect to control. Organic fertilizer by Moringa 
oleifera LC proved to be optimizing soil EC [28,29]. 

 A signi�cant change in soil K was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as demonstrated in �gure 5. Moringa oleifera showed 
signi�cant increase in K up to 105 mgkg-1. Impacts of Vigna 
radiata, Conocarpus erectus and Albizia lebbeck showed increase 
in K level respectively in PDLC. Vigna radiata, Albizia lebbeck 
and Conocarpus erectus showed increase in level K by 
application of FDLC with respect to control. Moringa oleifera, 
Conocarpus erectus and other LC shows enhancement in soil K 
level [31,32].

Conclusions
�e application of PDLC and FDLC led to signi�cant changes in 
soil pH, EC, phosphorus (P), K, and OM levels. LC showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH in both PDLC and FDLC, similarly 
LC showed enhancement in soil K levels. Organic fertilizer LC 
was found to optimize soil EC. P was improved in PDLC and 
FDLC. LC directly enhanced soil OM. �ese �ndings suggest 
that PDLC and FDLC can create favorable soil environments for 
cultivation. Moreover, PDLC and FDLC of Vigna radiata 
showed biological yield of 7.17 and 7.63 g per plant respectively 
and grain yield of 1.11 and 1.44 g per plant respectively among 
all other LC. Harvesting index percentage was recorded 
maximum in PDLC of Albizia lebbeck (23%), Moringa oleifera 
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Wheat (Triticum aestivum L) is one of the most important cereal 
crops around the world; therefore, maximizing its productivity 
is an imperative task [1]. Recent decades have seen a rise in soil 
pollution, risking the health of humans as well as the 
environment [2,3]. Agricultural practices are crucial for 
maintaining food production and protecting the soil's 
long-term fertility. Contaminants like organic and inorganic 
chemicals build up as a result of human activity [4]. Over time, 
excessive use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides (SFP) has 
caused the soil's quality to decline, posing serious problems for 
crop productivity and the sustainability of the environment. 
Due to a lack of clearly de�ned variables and indicators, 
monitoring soil quality is di�cult [5]. Soil pollution is a hot 
topic due to population pressures and the growing population. 
Agrochemicals, mining, waste disposal, industry, and 
atmospheric deposition are some of the causes [6]. In addition 
to assisting as an important foundation for plant growth and 
supporting several ecological processes, the soil is a complex 
and dynamic ecosystem [7]. Soil fertility, nutrient cycling, and 
ecosystem function are all signi�cantly in�uenced by soil 
physicochemical factors, such as soil pH, Organic matter 
contents (OM), Electrical conductivity (EC), and nutrient 
availability [8]. E�ective soil management and sustainable 
agricultural practices depend critically on our ability to 
comprehend these variables and how they interact [6].

 �e availability of nutrients and microbial activity are 

in�uenced by soil pH, a measurement of soil acidity or 
alkalinity [9]. To maximize nutrient availability and crop 
productivity, soil pH must be balanced through amendments. 
Soil structure, water retention, and nutrient-holding capacity 
of soil are all improved by its OM content, which is made up of 
decomposed plant and animal residues [10]. Long-term soil 
productivity and resistance to environmental stresses depend 
on maintaining adequate levels of OM. EC, which has a 
negative e�ect on plant growth, is related to soil salinity [11]. 
To reduce the detrimental e�ects of salinity on agricultural 
productivity and maintain soil quality, EC levels must be 
monitored and managed [12]. Composts and other organic 
amendments have drawn a lot of attention as e�cient soil 
management techniques to address these problems [13]. In 
numerous ecosystems, leaves are one of many compostable 
materials that are abundant and readily available. In addition 
to increasing soil fertility and nutrient use e�ciency, 
composting leaves have also been shown to increase 
water-holding capacity and microbial activity. �ese organic 
amendments o�er crucial nutrients and improve the soil's 
overall physical and chemical characteristics, which are 
important for crop development and growth [14]. It is 
essential to comprehend the ways various leaves compost (LC) 
i.e., fully decomposed leaves compost (FDLC) and partially 
decomposed leaves compost (PDLC) types a�ect the 
physicochemical characteristics of the soil to maximize its use 
in agricultural systems [15].

Vigna radiata, with a yield of 1.44 g per plant. All compost 
treatments showed signi�cant improvements in grain yield 
compared to the control without OM (Table 3) [23,24]. 

PDLC: Partially decomposed leaves compost; FDLC: fully 
decomposed leaves compost;
BY: biological yield; GY: grain yield; HI: harvesting index

 Under controlled conditions, organic material breaks down 
into nutrient-rich humus as part of a natural process called 
composting. Compost made from speci�c plant materials o�ers 
special advantages due to its unique chemical composition [16]. 
Albizia lebbeck is known for its nitrogen-�xing abilities and high 
biomass output [17]. Conocarpus erectus is a salt-tolerant 
evergreen tree used for its ability to restore soil in saline 
environments, also rich in OM [18]. �e leaves of the Moringa 
oleifera have received a lot of attention due to their high nutrient 
content and potential as a long-lasting organic fertilizer [19]. 
Vigna radiata (Mung beans) are a type of legume that �x 
atmospheric nitrogen and improve soil fertility [20]. Various LC 
treatments from Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata were applied to the soil before the 
crops were planted as part of �eld trials conducted during 
speci�c planting seasons. To monitor changes in the physical 
and chemical characteristics of soil, such as pH, OM content, 
nutrient levels other signi�cant soil characteristics, soil samples 
are periodically collected. �e objectives of the study were to 
assess how these LC treatments a�ect the soil's physiochemical 
properties. With a focus on increasing crop productivity and 
sustainability, the study aimed to evaluate the e�ects of these LC 
treatments on soil fertility, nutrient availability, microbial 
activity, and soil structure. In order to improve long-term 
agricultural productivity and soil quality, the research also 
aimed to determine the most e�cient LC treatment(s) and o�er 
recommendations for sustainable soil management practices 
using organic amendments, particularly LC.

Materials and Methods
A pot experiment was conducted during 2022-23 at the research 
area of College of Agriculture BZU Bahadur Sub-Campus 
Layyah (30.849oN, 71.094oE). �e soil used in the pot 
experiment was sandy loam in texture. Triticum aestivum L 
seeds were collected from Punjab seed certi�cation and sown in 
the last week of November. �e soil was collected from the soil 
science research area on campus. �e following plants' leaves for 
composting were collected from the �eld area near the Bahadur 
Sub-Campus Layyah. �e material used consisted of leaves of 
various plants i.e., Albizia lebbeck, Conocarpus erectus, Moringa 
oleifera, and Vigna radiata. 
 �ese residues were collected from the �eld near the BZU 
Bahadur Sub-Campus Layyah, leaves cutting was done into a 
particle size of 2 mm and were exposed to aerobic digestion in a 
polyethylene bag of approximately 2×1×0.5 m3 volume. �e 
material was turned at intervals, the temperature was controlled 
to 40oC (±10), and the moisture (was not lower than 445%), by 
adding water if necessary and turning the mixture. �is 
temperature was measured by introducing a thermometer into 
the center of the pile in a polyethylene bag. A temperature of 
40oC ±10 was not surpassed, to avoid alterations that might take 
place in the various plant's leaves. �e composting process for 
FDLC was carried on for 120 days when the C:N ratio and the 
temperature had become constant. PDLC carried the same 
process up to 80 days characteristics such as the color and the 
scent were adjusted according to that described in the 
bibliography (Table 1 and table 2) [21]. 

Figure 4 showed signi�cant change in P was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC [30]. Impacts of Albizia lebbeck, 
Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Conocarpus erectus showed 
improved soil P in PDLC respectively and impacts of 
Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata, Moringa oleifera and Albizia 
lebbeck showed improved soil P in FDLC respectively with 
respect to control. 

 A signi�cant increase in soil OM was observed by 
application of PDLC and FDLC (�gure 6). Soil OM by 
application of PDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 1.3 % and 
Soil OM by application of FDLC, was observed between 1.1 to 
1.2 % with respect to control. However, LC directly enhance the 
soil OM [33]. 

(22%) and Conocarpus erectus (21%) with respect to other LC 
treatments. Overall, LC showed signi�cant positive response in 
increasing crop’s yield rate.

 �e development of cost-e�ective and scalable production 
methods for PDLC and FDLC is critical for their widespread 
adoption by farmers. Studying the dynamics and biochemical 
mechanisms behind the improvements observed with PDLC 
and FDLC applications can enhance our understanding of soil 
health management. Combining these �ndings with advanced 
technologies such as precision agriculture and arti�cial 
intelligence can lead to more e�cient and sustainable 
agricultural practices, ultimately contributing to global food 
security and environmental sustainability.
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 �e soil was �lled (700g) in each pot. Compost was added 
2% (14g) using decomposed leaves compost. Tap water was used 
for irrigation purposes, and pots were maintained at �eld 
capacity. During the experimentation, the crop was sown on 
well-prepared pots on November 29, 2021. Ten seeds were sown 
in each pot. Before the tillering stage, plants were thinned to 
four plants in each pot. Crop was grown till full maturity and 
plant growth and yield parameters were recorded at harvesting. 
Weeds were controlled manually. All other agronomic practices 
were kept normal and uniform.

Results and Discussions
Harvesting index percentage provides a relationship between 
grains and plant biomass. Figure 1 shows statistical harvesting 
index showed all types of compost were found to increase with 
FDLC signi�cantly. Maximum harvesting index was recorded in 
compost PDLC of Albizia lebbeck. �en followed by Conocarpus 
erectus and Moringa oleifera. In the case of biological yield 
highest biomass was recorded in FDLC Conocarpus erectus. 
Similarly, grain yield was found maximum in FDLC Vigna 
radiata (1.44 g plant-1). Overall rest of the treatments improve 
grains yield signi�cantly in respect to control (without 
composts). �e study evaluated the e�ects of di�erent compost 
treatments on harvesting index percentage, revealing a 
signi�cant increase in harvesting index when FDLC was 
applied. �e highest harvesting index was recorded in the PDLC 
treatment with Albizia lebbeck, indicating the most e�cient 
conversion of plant biomass into grains [22]. �e highest 
biological yield was observed in the FDLC treatment with 
Conocarpus erectus, indicating that Conocarpus erectus compost 
promotes overall plant growth and biomass accumulation. �e 
highest grain yield was recorded in the FDLC treatment with 

 A signi�cant change in soil pH was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as showed in �gure 2. Moringa oleifera showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH up to 7.8 in both PDLC and FDLC. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed a reduction in pH respectively in both PDLC 
and FDLC with respect to control [25-27]. �e signi�cant 
changes in soil pH when PDLC and FDLC were applied to 
Moringa oleifera, soil experienced a substantial decrease in pH, 
indicating the potential for creating a favorable soil 
environment for its cultivation [28].

 In �gure 3, a change in soil EC was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC. Moringa oleifera showed increase in EC up to 2.5 dSm-1. 
Impacts of Conocarpus erectus, Vigna radiata and Albizia 
lebbeck showed narrow range EC change in both PDLC and 
FDLC with respect to control. Organic fertilizer by Moringa 
oleifera LC proved to be optimizing soil EC [28,29]. 

 A signi�cant change in soil K was observed by PDLC and 
FDLC as demonstrated in �gure 5. Moringa oleifera showed 
signi�cant increase in K up to 105 mgkg-1. Impacts of Vigna 
radiata, Conocarpus erectus and Albizia lebbeck showed increase 
in K level respectively in PDLC. Vigna radiata, Albizia lebbeck 
and Conocarpus erectus showed increase in level K by 
application of FDLC with respect to control. Moringa oleifera, 
Conocarpus erectus and other LC shows enhancement in soil K 
level [31,32].

Conclusions
�e application of PDLC and FDLC led to signi�cant changes in 
soil pH, EC, phosphorus (P), K, and OM levels. LC showed a 
signi�cant decrease in pH in both PDLC and FDLC, similarly 
LC showed enhancement in soil K levels. Organic fertilizer LC 
was found to optimize soil EC. P was improved in PDLC and 
FDLC. LC directly enhanced soil OM. �ese �ndings suggest 
that PDLC and FDLC can create favorable soil environments for 
cultivation. Moreover, PDLC and FDLC of Vigna radiata 
showed biological yield of 7.17 and 7.63 g per plant respectively 
and grain yield of 1.11 and 1.44 g per plant respectively among 
all other LC. Harvesting index percentage was recorded 
maximum in PDLC of Albizia lebbeck (23%), Moringa oleifera 
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